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THOUGHTS ON EXISTEN 
BY ELDER WILLIAM GIBSON. . 


All believers in revelation declare 
that man is a being, composed of two 
distinct parts, the spirit and the body, 
and that the spirit can exist as a liv- 
ing, thinking, active being, independ- 
ent of the body, preserving its own 
identity, capable of enjoying pleasure, 
or enduring pain, when separated from 
the body by death, that it still exists 
in heaven or hell, and can think, act, 
enjoy, or suffer, as a living moving 
being. 

When in the body, the spirit i is the 
operating power, the body something 
operated u n b it; so that every 
action of oho 40 is in obedience to 
the promptings of the spirit. The 
erent organs of the body, as the 
eye, the ear, &c., are the channels of 
communication the outward 
- world and the apirit within : the eye 
of itself, cannot ‘gee, bat the spirit 
through the ‘of itself, 
init through 


cannot 
feel, but the spirit 
nor can the body think, | be 
angry, or jealous 


pertaining to the spitif alone : if so 
then, whether’ in the or out of 
the body, the — must iene then ; 


and when out of it, the spirit mk 
think in a far more perfect state: for 
when in the body, the organs, through 
which it operates, are more or less i im- 
perfect. 

Then, if it is possible for the spirit 
to exist as an organized bei Pig tie. 
- these properties, after having been 

from the body by death, is 
it pet es as possible for it to have 
as an organized being, with all 
these roperties, body was 
formed? Certainl d i 80 
it would be capable pir rece ving and 
obeying laws, and through them gain- 
ing experience and knowled before b 
into the body, as wall 
in the or after it leaves the on | 
at death. "By the body, 
and passing through all the different 
circumstances connected it” 
this world, the spirit gains | 
and knowledge to which it 
could have atiained without this. 
‘We look around on mankind, 
see their 
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able to believe, whether a just God 
would act se partially as to make them 
so? or that they made themselves so, 
through their diligence and obedience, 
or their neglect and disobedience to 
the laws of God and truth before they 
had a body? Reflect and answer. 
Could God be just, and man, as we 
find him, be an accountable being, if 
he had not a previous existence? __ 

But if the spirit of man did exist as 
an organized Cae before the body, 
how did it gain its organization? That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, that 
which is born of the spirit is spirit. 
(John 3: 6.) Then, as our bodies re- 
ceived their organization, by being 
born of flesh, so our spirits must have 
received their organization, by being 
born of spirit. 

This-is in accordance with the univer- 
sal law that parents of the same nature 
beget their own likeness in form and 
substance. 


PRK-EXISTENCE. 


had Ged for the Father of his body ; 
and thus he was the only begotten — 
Son of God, by the birth of his flesh, 
but ‘‘ the first born among many bre- 
thren,” by the birth of his spirit. 
Having learned that he was made 
like unto his brethren, let us next in- 
quire, what powers and qualities he 
possessed before he was boru of Mary? 
For if we can find out his capabilities, 
we will be able, in some degree, to 
ascertain those ef his brethren. Was 
he capable of appreciating happiness 
and joy? Certainly. (See John 17: 
5) ‘And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self, with the glo 
I had with thee, before the world was.” 
And were his spirit-brethren, namely, 
the rest of the sons of God, in possess- 
ion of the same capabilities, and did 
they also have joy before the world 
was? Yes. (See Job 38: 4—8.) 


|**Where wast thou, when I laid the 
But were we begotten by | foundations of the earth ?’......‘‘ when 


a spiritual personage ? Yes ; for ‘‘God | the morning stars sang together, and 


is a Spirit,” (John 4: 24) and He is 
Father of our spirits ;” (Heb. 
12: 9.) and Jesus Christ ‘‘is the first 
born” of the whole family; (Col. 1: 
15.) he is ‘‘our elder Brother,” ‘‘ the 
first born among many brethren.” 
(Rom. 8: 29.) 


Jesus claimed this relationship, when | 
‘¢ Jesus said | his actions there any effect in gaining 


he arose from the dead. 
unto her, touch me not ; for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father ; but go to 
my brethren, and say’ unto them, 
ascend to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.” (John 20: 
17.) Two things are here plainly 
taught ; first, that the very same being 
who is our God, is also our Father, 
and second, that he is also the God 
and Father of Jesus Christ; conse- 
quently he must be our brother. 

We find the same doctrine taught 
by Paul, ‘‘For it became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. 
For both he that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified, are all of one for 
which cause he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren.” (Heb. 2: 10 and 11.) 
But the difference between him and 
his brethren is, we have had fathers 
of our flesh ; but Jesus, though born 
of the flesh, being the son of Mary, 


all the sons of God shoated for joy ?” 
Though, like Job, when clothed with 
mortality, we may forget the past, yet 
it is true, that with our elder Brother 
we did rejoice and have glory with our 
Father, before the world was. 

Again, could the first-born in the 
spirit world do good or evil? and had 


him his position here as Ged’s anoint- 
ed? (See Heb, 1: 9.)...‘* Thou hast 
loved righteousness and hated iniqui- 
ty ; therefore God; even thy God, hath 


anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
| above thy fellows.” Thus God elects. | 


and fore-ordains those whom, by their 
works, he has fore-known, to be the 
proper persons to fill the positions he 
assigns them in the flesh. ‘For 
whom God did fore-know, he also did 
predestinate.” (Rom. 8: 29.) As. 
an example, hear the word of God 
respecting Jeremiah. ‘‘ Before 1 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee, 
and before thou camest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and or- 
dained thee a prophet unto the na- 
tions.” (Jer.1: 4) Is it reasonable 
to suppose that God knew, 1 EO 
and ordained any being before he h 


an existence? And as all this was 


done before Jeremiah was born in this: 
world, it follows as a matter of neces- 
sity, that his spirit must have existed 
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THOUGHTS ON PRE-EXISTENCE. 


as an intelligent being before he came 
here; and as Jesus was ordained the 
‘Savior, while in his Father’s presence 
in eternity, because he loved righteous- 
ness and bated iniquity, so likewise 
Jeremiah, while in his pre-existant 
state, was ordained a Prophet for the 
same reason: God knew him as a 
righteous, henerable spirit, worthy of 
sanctification aud ordination. 

That this doctrine was believed by 
the disciples of Jesus, is evident from 
the testimony of the Evangelist. ‘‘ And 
as Jesus passed by, he saw a man who 
was blind from his birth. And his 
disciples asked him, saying, Master, 
who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he -was born blind?” (John 9: 

1.) Now, ihis evident from this, that 
they believed the man could sin before 
he was born, and therefore they must 
have believed in-his pre-existence, and 
that in such state he had laws to obey, 
and that the breaking of these laws 
was sin; and they were anxious to 

_know whether the man’s pre-existant 
sin was the cause of his being born 
blind. The answer of Jesus does not 
condemn this doctrine, but rather tends 
to confirm it; for instead of saying, 
he could not sin before he was born, 
he places him on the same level with 
his parents, and says,—‘‘ Neither hath 
this man sinned nor his parents, but 
that the works of God should be made 

manifest in him.” But had the doc- 

_ trine of pre-existence been false, he 

certainly would have corrected them, 
and showed them their error. 


But have any sinned in their spirit. 


state? Yes: we are told that when 
Satan fell, the third part of the host 
of heaven fell with him ; and of them 
Jude says,—‘‘ The angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation, He hath reserved in 
everlasting chains, under darkness, till 
the judgment of the great day.” 

I remember being once asked in a 
large company, by a man who thought 
himself very wise, Pray, sir, do you 
not believe that God made the Devil ? 
: I believe he was once 

e son of the morning, an el of 
light, but sin he is, 
the Devil and Satan. Oh, then, said 
he, pray who made sin? I answered, 
Sin Is the transgression of a law, and 
where there is no law, there can be no 


ransgression : the law is not sin, but 


the breaking of it is, while the keeping 


of it is righteousness: but by the law 


is the knowledge of sin : and thus the | 


law was given to man that he might 
come to ‘the knowledge of good and 
evil. Having laws given to us in our 
first estate, some were obedient, others 
disobedient : then God knew us, and 


whom he did fore-know, he also did - 


predestinate, to fill the position in our 
second estate, best calculated to assist 


him in his great purposes, the working 
-out ofthe of man. 


We have seen how Jesus and Jere- 
miah were chosen, becanse they were 
good, let us now look at the other side, 
and we will see Pharaoh and Judas 
chosen, because they were evil. God 


desired a nation through whom he . 


could give his revelations and his laws 
to man, and through whom the Savior, 
Jesus Christ, should come; and from 
all the families of the earth, he chose 
his servant Abraham, that in his seed 


all the nations should be blessed. 


But why give him the preference ? 
Because He fore-knew him. ‘‘Forf 
know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the ways of the 
Lord to do justice and judgment, that 
the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him.” 
(Gen. 18 : 19.) 

God then opened the way through 
Joseph, for them to go to Egypt, 
where they were kept from scatteri 
and mixing with other nations, till 
they became a nation of themselves. 
When the time came that God would 


bring them forth, to fulfil his purpose 


with them, as the nation, through 
whom the world should know his law 
and through whom the Messiah should 


come, and that Israel, Egypt, and the 


world might know, that the God of 
Abraham and his seed was the only 
true and living God, his power was 
shown forth in opposition to the power 
of Satan, held by the priests and magi- 
cians of Egypt. Then he raised up 


Moses, to act in his name and by his 


authority ; while, on the other hand, 


he raised up Pharaoh to the throne of © 
Egypt: one he fore-knew would defy _ 
his power, and withstand his servant, 
and thereby in contact the 
zod and Satan, Had 


posing powers of 
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MISTAKES AND CORRECTIONS. 


the spirit of Pharaoh been in a beg-! should betray him: it was an evil 


ger, he would have been a wicked 
man, though his power to display it 
would have been but small; but when 
God raised up such a man to the 
throne of Egypt, then he had full 
scope for all his evil passions, and was 
fit to stand in opposition to Moses, 
the servant of God, as the representa- 
tive of the kingdom and power of 
Satan ; and thus the power of God 
and Satan met; but the power of 
God, displayed through Moses, in- 
creased every time it came in contact 
with the opposing power, till, with the 
first born of Egypt dead, Pharaoh and 
his host destroyed, Israel is led forth 
to teach their children and all the 
world, that the God of Abraham is 
above all gods, the only God to be 
worshipped and obeyed. | 

It was so in the case of Judas. In 
caHing his Apostles, Jesus selected 
eleven good men; men chosen of God 
before the foundation of the world, 
(Eph. 1: 4.) and one bad man; for 


he knew from the beginning who ‘\ 


work, and required an evil man to 
accomplish it; therefore, the choice 
was made, the work accomplished, and 
the word of God fulfilled. Who can 
contend with the Almighty and pre- 
vail? He maketh the wrath of man 
to praise him, and restrains the re- 
mainder thereof. 

It has been so in this our day: 
little did our cowardly oppressors 
think, when driving men, women, and 
children from their homes, to the far 
off wilderness, that they were fulfilling 
the purposes of God, and that there | 
our mountain home would be to us 
what Eyypt was to Israel, a place 
wi@re, by the blessing of the same 
God, we would grow and increase, till 
the time should come when God, who 
brought Israel from Egypt, should 
bring us back and show to the world, 
that the God of Abraham still lives, | 
and has fulfilled his word, in establish- ~ 
ing that kingdom that shall stand for- 
ever. 


MISTAKES AND CORRECTIONS. 


(From the Deseret News, Nov. Vth, 1866. ) 


A very large amount of incorrect 
ideas keep floating around concerning 
the people of this Territory. As we 
have had occasion more than once to 
state, unscrupulous parties whothought 
they conld thus accomplish objects 
productive of pecuniary benefit to 
themselves, and detrimental to the 
**Mormons,” with a few narrow- 
minded and bitterly prejudiced people, 
who would ‘‘wipe out” everything 
opposed to their own contracted opini- 
ons, have industriously sought to give 
such incorrect statements circulation. 
Hence journalists at a distance, who 
have no personal acquaintance with 
our community, are misled by placing 
credence in them; and thus we some- 
times find the ‘‘ Mormons” alluded to 
by some of them in a moderate spirit 
ef fairness, but with an evident tok 
of knowledge of facts which, if under- 
stood, would give to their strictures 
a different tone amd coloring. 


We have been led to these remarks 
by an article in a late number of the 
Marysville (Cal.) Appeal, under the 
caption, ‘‘Our Mormon Neighbors.” 
The Appeal says that the ‘‘ Mormon 
question” is a difficult one to solve; 
and puts it that the query ‘‘ What is 
to become of this obstinate State or 
Community ? is certainly an important 
political question.” Admitting that 
‘Mormonism is growing larger and 
stronger every day ;” it asks :—‘*What 
is to be the end of this spiritual com- 
munity growing and increasing within — 
our Government ? Flourishing within‘ 
the limits of our Territory, but foreign 
and hostile to the principle of repub- 
licanism, and with a religious creed 
hateful and odious in the eyes of 
Christianity.” 

After quoting at some length from 
an article'n the News of October 3rd, 
the Appeal admits that the ‘‘ Mor- 
mons” have done a great work here, 
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| to reveal himself to mankind, and 
commit the Gospel in purity to them. 


and that it a — they ought in jus- 
tice to be let one ; that Morison: 
ism, as a religious faith, is a question 
for Mormons’ consciences ;” that ‘‘ the 
Constitution guarantees religious lib- 
_erty;” but that the ‘‘Mormons” “have 
squatted on public lands oe to 
the United States, and cannot be pro- 
tected in their rights of property and 
person unless they acknowledge alle- 
giance to the Government.” It says, 
further on, ‘* Utah is sooner or later 
to become one of the States of the 
Union. But whether a Territory or 
a State, her people must acknowledge 
the sovereignty of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. | | 
That our religious creed is neither 
hateful nor odious in the eyes of 
Christianity, a careful revision of the 
een taught by the Savior and 
is Apostles, whom he commissioned 
to preach Christianity, would amply 
show. They have been taught by our 
Elders in nearly every nation on the 
globe. Divines and theologians have 
searched the Scriptures with unremit- 
ting zeal to show their falsity, and 
_ have been compelled, through lack of 
success, to fall back upon the pitiable, 
loud-mouthed exclamations of “‘ false 
doctrines! damnable heresy! false 
prophets! &c.,” against them and 
their defenders. To take up the prin- 
ciples in which we believe, that are 
called ‘‘odious in the eyes of Christi- 
anity,” and prove their perfect har- 
mony with the principles taught in 
the Scriptures, would be to recapitu- 
late arguments which have been pre- 
sented to the world hundreds of times, 
and remain yet unanswered. 


It is not often that the conductor of 


a political journal is a theologian, well 
versed in Bible literature; and we, 
therefore, presume that many people, 
journalists included, depend on what 
is said of any or all religions, by the 
men whom they pay to attend to 
matters of religion for them. This 
will, most likely, account for the man- 
ner in which our faith is sometimes 
referred to, by men who, without due 
thought, imagine the Gospel to be 
what they are often told it is. Our 

creed” is the everlasting Gospel ; 
that which was inculcated by Christ, 

by his Apostles, and by holy men in 
every dispensation when God deigned 


If it be ‘‘ hateful and odious” in the 
eyes of conflicting and perverted faiths, 
erroneously called Christianity, that 
is a matter that lies between those to 
whom it may be odious, and the God 
whom they profess to worship, and to 
whom we render obedience. Our faith 
teaches us to do good to all mankind, 
to be charitable towards them, and to 
labor unceasingly for the salvation of 
the human family. 

But the other point, embraced in 
the quotations we have made, is one 
on which there shovld not be such a 
want of correct information. If any 
person will tell us how or when we re- 
fused to recognise the legitimate au- 
thority of the Federal Government, 
we will confess to vor enlightened. 
Our devotion to the Constitution of. 


severely tested, and in no hour of 
trial has that devotion faltered. In- 
stead of ourselves or our faith being 
‘foreign and hostile to the principle 
of republicanism,” we cherish it with 
a depth of feeling equal in intensity 
to that which animates the breast of 
any one in the nation. And the Con- 
stitution, which is paramount, to 


declare their allegiance, is and has 
ever been viewed by us as a divinely 
given instrument, its framers being in- 
spired by Him who boldeth the nations 
in the hollow of his hand. Hence we 
look upon it, not simply as the “‘ high- 
est manifestation of human wisdom,” 


dom itself. 

We are a part of this great Repub- 
lic, fully alive to that fact, ever ready 
to perform the duty of good, law- 
abiding, Constitution-loving citizens 
thereof, and simply seeking to claim 
our inalienable rights guaranteed to 
us by that Constitution. The laws of 


Congress, for they have been enacted 
by a Legislative Assembly elected un- 
der provisions prescribed by mire gs 
have been submitted to that body, an 


like to learn of some more law-abiding 


community, State, Territory, or people 
in the nation, than, that which is com- 


posed of the people of this Territory. 


our country has been dearly and 


which Cabinets and Congresses must 


this Territory are virtually laws of 
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but as an emanation from Divine wis- - 


have not been disapproved. We would 
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We should feel that the prospects of | 
the nation for true peace, prosperity, 
and multiplied blessings, were brighter 
and nearer at hand than they now 
appear to be. 
But the intimation that we ‘‘ cannot 
be protected in our rights of person 
and property, unless we acknowledge 
allegiance to the Government,” though 
apparently an unimportant one, seeing 
that we have done and do acknowledge 
allegiance to the Government, is liable 
to a somewhat curious and rather grave 
construction. It insinuates that we 
do not acknowledge such allegiance ; 
that we are liable to be charged with 
mot acknowledging it when we do, as 
in the present case, and that we ‘‘ can- 
not be protected in our rights of per- 
son or property” when such an alledge- 
- ment is fa'sely made against us. For 


the presumption is accepted, in the 
intimation, that we are disloyal, and 


> 
starting on that false presumption, we 
are thus threatened with deprivation 
of our rights. The Declaration says 
that ‘‘ Life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, are the inalienable rights 
of allmen.” To that Declaration, and 
to the Constitution which it preceded, 
we most heartily and unhesitatingly 
subscribe. The principles inculcated 
in them we believé to be sacred. The’ 
fathers of many of the citizens of this 
Territory were among the Revolutien- 
ary heroes, who maintained those 
principles at the hazard of life and all 
they possessed. All we claim, all we 
have asked is, that the principles for 
which they fought and bled may be’ 
enjoyed by us, their children. We 
wish to see every man enjoying his 
inalienable rights ; we seek for them 
ourselves ; and we will continue trying 
to perpetuate this glorious legacy to 
future generations. 


THE ‘‘MORMON” THEATRE. 


sy 


The playhouse has an office and a. 
service in this ‘‘ Mormon” city, higher 
than the churches would allow to it in 
London, Paris, and New York. Brig- 
ham Young is an original in many 
ways; he is the high priest of what 
claims to be a new dispensation; yet 
he has got his theatre into perfect 
order before he has raised his temple 
foundations above the ground. 

That the drama had a religious ori- 
gin, and that the stage has been called 
a school of manners, every one is 
aware. Young feels inclined to go 
back upon all first principles ; in fami- 
ly life to those of Abraham, in social 
life to those of Thespis. Priests in- 
vented both the ancient and modern 
Stages; and if experience shows as 
strongly in Salt Lake City as in New 
York the people love to be light and 
merry—to laugh and glow — why 
should their teachers neglect the thou- 
sand opportunities offered by a play 
of getting them to laugh in the right 
pate: to glow at the proper things? 

Vby should Young not preach morali- 
ties from the stage? Why should he 


not train bis acters and his actresses | 


to be models of good conduct, of cor- 
rect pronunciation, and of taste in 
dress! Why should he not try to 
reconcile religious feeling with plea- 
sure 
Brigham Young may be either right 
or wrong in his ideas of the uses to 
which a playhouse may be turned in a 
city where they have no high schools 
and colleges as yet ; but he is bent on 
trying his experiment to an issue. For 
this purpose he has built a model 
theatre, and he is now making an 
effort to train a model company. 
Outside, this theatre is a rough 
Doric edifice, in which the architect 
has contrived to produce a certain 
effect by very simple means ; inside, 
it is light and airy, having no curtains 
and no boxes, save two in the proscen- 
ium, with light columns to divide the 
tiers, and having no other decoration 
than pure white paint and gold. The 
pit, rising sharply from the orchestra, 
so that every one seated on its benches 
can see and hear to advantage, is the 
choicest part of the house. All these 
benches are let to families ; and here 
the principal elders and bishops may 
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THE ‘MORMON’ THEATRE. 


be seen every play night, surrounded 
by their wives and obiidven; laughing | 


and clapping like boys at a pantomime. 
Yon rocking chair, in the centre of the 
pit, is Young’s own seat ; his place of 
leasure, in the midst of his Saints. 
en he chooses to occupy his private 
box, one of his wives, perhaps Eliza 
the Poetess, Harriet the Pale, or 
Amelia the Magnificent, rocks herself 
in his chair while laughing at the play. 
Round about that chair, as the place 
of honor, cluster the benches of those 
who claim to stand nearest to their 
prophet : of Heber ©. Kimball, first 
counsellor ; of Daniel H. Wells, second 
counsellor and general-in-chief; of 
George A. Smith, apostle and historian 
of the church ; of George Q. Cannon, 
apostle ; of Edward Hunter, presiding 
bishop ; of Elder Stenhouse, editor of 
the Daily Telegraph; and of a host of 
less brilliant ‘‘ Mormon” lights. 

In the sides of the proscenium nestle 
two private boxes ; one is reserved for 
the Prophet, when he pleases to be 
alone, or wishes to have a gossip with 
some friend; thé other is given up to 
the girls who have to play during the 
night, but who are not engaged in the 
immediate business of the piece. As 
a rule, every one’s pleasure is con- 
sidered in this model playhouse; and 
I can answer, on the part of Miss 
Adams, Miss Alexander, and other 
young artists, that this appropriation 
to their sole use of a private box, into 
which they can run at all times, in any 
dress, without being seen, is con- 
— by them as a very great com- 

ort, 

Through the quick eye and careful 
hand of his manager, Hiram Clawson, 
the President may be congratulated 
on having made his playhouse into 
something coming near to that which 
he conceives: a playhouse should be. 
Everything in frent of the footlights 
isin keeping: peace and order reign 
in the midst of fun and frolic. Nei- 
ther within the doors nor about them 
_ do you find the riot of our own Lyce- 
um and Drury Lane ; no loose women, 
no pickpockets, no ragged boys and 
girls, no drunken and blaspheming 
men. Asa ‘‘ Mormon” never drinks 
Spirits, and rarely smokes tobacco, the 
enly dissipation in which you find 
these hundreds of hearty creatures in- 


dulging their appetites, is that” of 
sucking a peach. Short plays are m ~ 
vogue in this theatre, just as short 
sermons are the rule in yon tabernacle, 
The curtain, which rises at eight, 
comes down about half-past ten ; and 
as the ‘‘ Mormon” fashion is fer peo- 
ple to sup before going out, they re- 
tire to rest the moment they get home, 
never suffering their amusements to 
infringe on the labors of the comin 
day. Your bell rings for breakfast 
six o’clock. 
But the chief beauties of this model 
playhouse lie behind the scenes; in 
the ample space, the perfect light, the 
scrupulous cleanliness of every part. 
I am pretty well acquainted with green 
rooms and side-wings in Europe; but 
I have never seen, not in Italian and 
Austrian theatres, so many delicate 
arrangements for the privacy and com- 
fort of ladies and gentlemen as at Salt 
Lake. The green-room is a real draw- 
ing-room. e scene painters have 
their proper studios ; the dressers and 
decorators have immense magazines. 
Every lady, however small her part in 
play, a dressing-room to her- 
self. 
Young understands that the true 
work of reform in a playhouse must 
begin behind the scenes; that ‘you 
must elevate the actor before you can 
purify the stage. To this end, he not 
only builds dressing-rooms and a pri- 
vate box fer the ladies who have te act, 
but he places his daughters on the 
stage as an example and encourage- 
ment to others. Three of these young 
sultanas, Alice, Emily, and Zina, are 
on the stage. With Alice, the young- 
est wife of Elder Clawson, I have had 
the henor to make an acquaintance, 
which might be called a friendship, 
and from her lips I have learned a 
good deal as to her father’s ideas about 
stage reform. ‘‘ I am not myself very 
fond of playing,” she said to me one 
day as we sat at dinner—not in these | 
words, perhaps, but to this effect— 
“‘but my father desires that my sisters 
-and myself should act sometimes, as 
he does not think it right te ask an 
poor mau’s child to do anything which 
his own children would object to do.” 
Her dislike to playing, as she after- 
wards told me, arose from a feeling 


| that Nature had given her no abilities 
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for acting well; she was fond of going 
© see a good piece, and seldom omit- 
being present when she had not to 
play. Brigham Young has to create 
as well as to reform, the stage of Salt 
- Lake City ; and the chief trouble of a 
manager who is seven hundred miles 
from the next theatre, must always be 
with his artists. Talent for the work 
does not grow in every field, likea 
sunflower and a peach-tree; it must 
be sought for in nooks and corners ; 
now in a shoe-shop, anon in a dairy, 
then in a counting house; but wher- 
ever the talent may be found, Youn 
cannot think of asking any young gir 
to do a thing which it is supposed 
that a daughter of his own would 
scorn. 
In New York, in St. Louis, in Chi- 
cago, nobody would assert that the 
stage is a school of virtue, that acting 
is a profession which a sober man 
would like his daughters to adopt. 
Young does not blind himself to the 
fact, that in claiming the theatre as a 
school of morals, he has to fight against 
a social judgment. An odor of vice, 
as of 4 poisonous weed, infects the air 
of a playhouse everywhere; though 
nowhere less offensively than in Ameri- 
can towns. Against this evil, much 
of it the consequence of bad traditions, 
he offers up, as it were, a part of him- 
self—his children ; the only persons in 
Salt Lake City who could really do 
this cleansing work. In this way, 
Alice and Zina may be regarded as two 
priestly virgins who have been placed 
on the public stage to purify it by 
their presence from an ancient but un- 
necessary stain. 
Young, and his agent Clawson, are 
bestowing much care upon the educa- 
tion of Miss Adams, a young lady who 
has everything to learn except the art 
ef being lovely; also upon that of 
Miss Alexander, a girl who, besides 
being pretty and piquant, has genuine 
ability for her work. A story, which 


shows that Young has a feeling for 


_ humor, has been told me, of which 

Miss Alexander is the heroine. A 
starring actor from San Francisco fell 
into desperate love for her, and went 
up to the President’s house for leave 
to address her. ‘‘Ha! my good fel- 
low,” said the Prophet ; ‘‘I have seen 
you play Hamlet very well, and Julius 


THE “MORMON” THEATRE. 


| Cesar pretty well, but 


you must not 
aspire to Alexander.” _ | 

We saw Brigham Young for the first 
time in his private box. A large head, 
broad, fair face, with blue eyes, light. 
brown hair, good nose, and merry 
mouth; a man, plainly dressed, in 
black coat and pantaloons, white waist- 
coat and cravat, gold studs, and 
sleeve-links, English in build and 
looks,—but English of the middle 
class and of a provincial town ; such 
was the ‘‘Mormon” prophet, pope, 
and king, as we first saw him in the 
theatre among his people. A lady, 
one of his wives, whom we afterwards. 
came to know as Amelia, sat with him 
in the box; she, too, was dressed in a 
quiet English style; and now and 
then she eyed the audience from be- 
yond her curtain, through an opera- 
glass, as English ladies are apt to do 
at home. She was pretty, and ap-— 
peared to us then rather pensive and 
poetical. 

The pit was almost filled with girls ; 
on many benches sat a dozen damsels. 
in arow; children of Kimball, Can- 
non, Smith, and Wells; in some places 
twenty or thirty girls were grouped 
together. Young, as he told me him- 
self, has forty-eight living children, 
some of whom are grown up and 
married ; and, since he sets the fashion 
of attending this theatre among his. 
people, it is only right that he should 
encourage his children to appear, both 
before the footlights and behind them. 
Alice is a young lady married to Claw- 
son. Zina, whom we have- seen play 
Mrs. Musket in the farce.of ‘‘ My Hus- 
band’s Ghost,” is a ladylike girl, tall, 
full in figure, moon-faced (as the Ori- 
entals say), not much of an artist. 
Emily we have also seen ; Elder Claw- . 
son is said to be courting her. lam. 
told that the flame is mutual, and that 
Emily is not unlikely to be gathered 
home to her sister Alice. Gentile ru- 
mor—fond of toying with the domestic 
secrets of the President’s family—says 
that Alice is not happy with her lord ;. 
but this is one of those Gentile ru- 
mors which I can almost swear is false. 
One day, last week, I had the pleasure 
of taking Sister Alice down to dinner, 
of talking with her for a long evening, 
and of seeing and romping with her 
four brave boys. A brighter, merrier 
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woman I have rarely seen ; and I noted | said to be great; envy among the Hl- 
as a peculiarity in be not common in | ders, collision with the Gentiles, jea- 
either eastern or western America, | lousy at Camp Douglas, hostility in 
that she always addressed her husband | Washingtor. ; but Elder Clawson is 
by his baptismal name of Hiram. | said to be ready to take his chance 
American ladies almost everywhere | with Sister Emily, as he hasdone with 

k to their husbands as Mr. Jones | Alice, answering, as the ‘‘ Mormons” 
and Mr. Smith, not as William and | put it, Washington theories by Deseret 
George. The perils of a double alli- | facts.—Mr. W. Hepworth Dizon's “New 
ance with the ‘‘Mormon” pope are | America.” ) 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1867. 


MONEY AND EMIGRATION. 

Wuenk is the best place for the Saints to deposit their funds for the purposes 
of emigration? We answer in the Liverpool Office. If you keep funds in 
your own hands, there will be a constant temptation for you to part with them, 
little by little. It is very difficult, sometimes, when a temptation is continually 
before us, to retain a constant fortitude sufficient to repel the same. If we 
slaken our good resolutions in the least, in the hour of despondency and dark- 
ness, the enemy steps in and wins us from our guard, and persuades us to yield 
a little here, and a little there, till he has effectually entangled us in his 
meshes, when we awake in sorrow, and perceive that our means are gone, we 
scarcely know how: then we are discouraged, and the enemy, to discourage 
us still more, upbraids us for our inconstancy, and endeavors to persuade us 
from making any further attempts to do our duty. To effectually battle 
against this temptation, let the Saints deposit their funds in this Office, This 
is the way that all good Saints, in these lands, have been doing for years. 
Have they ever lost anything, by obeying this wholesome and most beneficial 
counsel? No: but there are hundreds now in Zion who would still have been 
in these lands, if they had trusted themselves to be their own bankers. | 

Perhaps some among the Saints would prefer a Gentile Bank for a deposi- 
_ tory. But let us say to such that Gentile institutions are, every year, becom- 
ing more and more unsafe. How many thousands of poor people have, during 
the past year, lost their all, by the failures of Banks which they fondly hoped 
were sound and stable. In an hour, when they think all is safe, behold a 
crisis suddenly comes, and their little all takes wings and flies away, leaving 
them in poverty, wretchedness, and despair. Let the children of light then 


EDITORIAL. 
2 
4 
- 
~ 
yay 
is 
‘3 
. 
4 
ted 
hy 
4 
a 
Shel 
et 
~ 
A, 


take warning, before the evil days come upon them, and they mourn in hope- 
less sorrow over their disobedience. 


If you think the institutions of men are » safer for your ‘money than the king- 
dom of God, why do you trust yout soul in the latter? Is not your soul of 
more consequence than your gold? And where you can trust the one, can you 
not also deposit the other? Shame to that professed Latter-day Saint who 
thinks more of his temporal treasures, and will entrust them outside of the 
kingdom, while he himself endeavors to stay inside. If God be God, serve 
him with your body, your spirit, your riches, and your all: if the Devil be 
God, serve him with your body, spirit, gold and all: but do not try to hold on 
to God and the Devil beth: such service is altogether unacceptable to Gods 
and he will shake you off, and the Devil will have his own. 
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But some perhaps will say, that they can draw from Gentile institutions 
some small percentage of interest, and that it is not through any distrust of 
the kingdom of God, that they neglect to secure their means therein. To such — 
we say, that the small interest which you receive is not sufficient to counter- 
balance the continual dangers of Bank failures ; and even if it were, is it wise, 
is it pleasing in the sight of God, that yon should neglect the means of perfect 
safety which has been for years established in these lands, and about. which 
you have long ago been thoroughly taught by the faithful missionaries of 
heaven ? 


There are others in these countries whe mourn to think there are no teams 
to be sent from Utah, this season, to assist the Saints in crossing the Plains. 
But have such reflected that the Great Pacific Railroad will, by midsummer of 
this year, be six hundred miles nearer Salt Lake City, than in former years, 
and that it will require several pounds sterling per head more than in former 
emigrations, to pay this extra fare of 600 miles? . Have you any prospect of 
obtaining this additional sum this season? If not, is it not wise and just on 
the part of the Saints in Utah, to grant you another year to make extra exer- 
tions, so that you will have funds sufficient to carry you to the terminus of the 
Railroad? As the Pacific Railroad advances, can you reasonably suppose that 
teams will be sent eastward a thousand miles as her3tofore, at a cost far ex- 
ceeding your Railroad fare ? 


The whole theory of emigration will naturally be revolutionized, under the 
powerful ayency of steam ; and the Saints must prepare for this new order of 
things. Let them sarnestly petition their relatives and friends in Utah to 
deposit means, in part or in whole, in the President’s office in Salt Lake City, 
to assist in gathering up those who may lack a few pounds sterling to deliver 
themselves. Many would prefer to deposit means to this end, rather than 
furnish teams, or spend 5 or 6 menths of the best part of the seasou, as hun- 
dreds have done in years past. Let the Saints here be wide awake, for their 
own deliverance, and God will help those who seek diligently to help them- 
selves. 

Pour in your funds into this Office, month after month, until June of 1868, 
and be ready for the great work before you. Show to God, angels, and the 


Saints, that you not only have faith, but works also, and see what the Lord 
will do for you. 


‘ 


SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION. 

By a letter from Elder George Ruck, Mowbray, Cape of Good Hope, South 
Africa, under date of December 19th, 1866, we are informed that there area 
__-yery few Saints in that part of the globe, who met in Conference on the 6th of 
May last. Only 23 souls were represented, including three Elders and other 
official members : some of these were reported as not being im good standing: ; 
but the majority were anxious to emigrate to Zion, as many already have done 
from those regions. In consequence ef drought and other calamities, the peor 
were experiencing much suffering, which had been foretold by the Lord’s Pro- 
phets who had, years ago, preached and forewarned the people, concerning the 
distress and judgments which awaited them, if they did not repent. esis! 

We say to the Saints in that far off land, and to all those scattered ab 
be faithful in serving God, and give diligent heed to the counsels which you, 
in past years, received from the faithful servants of the Most High; and as 
soon as the Lord opens the way, gather home with the righteous, that you may 
be taught more perfectly inthe ways of the Lord, and prepared for his coming. 
You can easily perceive that this is an hour of judgment. God warned the 
American nation by Prophets; they gave no heed, the consequences were 
millions were slaughtered or crippled for life. The Latter-day Saint Prophets 
warned the people of Hindostan or India, but they were rejected and cast out ; 
the fearful results were a war, followed by a famine which has, during the last 
year, swept off a million of human beings. Great and heart-rending distress 
will soon fall upon Great Britain, and the nations of Europe, because they 
reject the Lord’s messengers. Under these circumstances, the Saints should 
redouble their diligence, and, if possible, get away, before they are overtaken 
by the overwhelming storms, which must soon burst with vengeance upon the 


wicked. 
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AMERICA. ‘Merry England.” Your brief but 

Great Salt Lake City, ) | graphic sketch of the condition of 

v Dec. 2, 1866. —-\_| some of the most prominent European 
Dear brother Franklin,—Your in- | countries, and the efforts made to re- 
teresting letter of Oct. 23rd, came to | volutionize them, affords matter for 
hand on the 28th ult. I was strongly | profitable reflection. | 
reminded of old times, past-events,} The privilege you seem to have of 
and fields of former labors, awakening | travelling among the Conferences and 
happy recollections of associations | Saints, will no doubt be highly appre- 
which should never be forgotten, be- | ciated by you, and also be a source of 
cause of future rewards pending the | much comfort to the people who re- 
final adjustment of great accounts and | ceive your administratiens. God bless 
worthy deeds. I judge you scarcely | you exceedingly in your labors, is my 
felt that you wéte in a strange country, | prayer. As you continue your labors 
beholding so many familiar faces as| and extend your acquaintance, you | 
greeted you upon yeur return to | will, I hope, find time te make me 
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frequent communications of interest. 

I note your request to write you 
from this point, which I shall endeavor 
to do, as matters of interest may tran- 
spire worthy of communicating. I 
am aware, as well as yourself, that 
almost everything at this particular 
locality has a certain degree of inter- 
est attached to it, and more abroad 
than at home. For some particular 
reason, the Lord’s people are a pecu- 
liar people, and those peculiarities 
tend to make them so dissimilar to 
every other people, that they frequent- 
ly become objects of wonder and as- 
tonishment to those who do not com- 
prehend them. Well, this is, I sup- 
. as it should be, and helps to 

eep up a prominent distinction be- 
tween this people and the world; 
and we can say as one said long since, 
Our ways are not as your ways, nor 
our thoughts as your thoughts. We 
never expect to become like other peo- 
ple, we have no right to. -There al- 
ways has been, and always will bea 
great difference between truth and 
error, good and evil, light and dark- 
ness. The truth, good and light, will 
ever characterize this people from all 
others, and professing them, they are 
destined to prevail and triumph over 
all, by the might and majesty of right. 

Since your departure from this city 
in August last, there has been a great 
change in the public feeling, or rather 
sentiments of strangers sojourning 
among us. The city authorities seem 
to labor under the impression that 
they belong to the ‘‘old settlers,” and 
while they stay at home, new comers 
must abide the rnles and regulations 
they may adopt. Some of our new 
comers fancied they were ‘‘some” in 
the shape of ‘‘ American citizens,” and 
were determined to have their way, 
rather than have the toes of their dig- 
nity trod upon by any rule emanating 
from ‘‘ Mormon rebels.” The ‘city 
fathers said, you shan’t keep gambling 
houses ; the ‘‘ American citizens” said, 
we live in a free country, it is our pro- 
fession, and we will follow it. They 


tried it on, and as fast as they were 
caught at it, they were blotted out, or 
more genteely phrased, ‘‘ cleaned out,” 
One said, you shan’t sell spirituous 
liquors without a license, and the other 
They did so, 


said, we will try it on. 


that required years to make. 
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and houses as well as fixtures were 
demolished. ‘‘ American citizen” also 
claimed that he had a right to the soil 
over which the Stars and Stripes of 
his country waved, and invariably 
chose those portions which the ‘old 
settlers” had located upon. 
settlers” not inclined to leave their 
finely improved homes, conclude it 
easier to take down houses built in a. 
day, than their long established homes, 
So down 
came the temporary shanties as fast 
as they went up, and in some instances 
‘American citizen” takes fright, and 
actually jumps into the river, together 
with other desperate measures; but 
*‘ old settlers” do not allow suicide to 
be placed to their account, and ‘‘ citi- 
zen” is rescued. ‘‘ Citizen,” fearing 
his hut standing over night would not 


be construed into a permanent claim, 


by which desirable homesteads could 
be held, applies to ‘‘ citizen” (Gentile) 
Court, to have ‘‘ old settlers” ousted, 
claiming there was no such thing in 
law as Great Salt Lake City, and con- 
sequently, there was no defence in law: 
bus ‘‘ citizen” Court evidently feared 
that ‘‘ defendant” existed in fact and 
force, if not in law, and that law had 
better determine the right of claimants, 
which left ‘‘citizen” at issue with ‘‘ de- 
fendant.” His position was considered 
by other ‘ citizens,” a favorable one 
to make capital out of against “old 
settler,” so they determine claimant 
** citizen” shall be murdered, under 
the most outrageous circumstances, 
and ‘old settler” shall be accused of 
the crime, as the only possible enemy 
‘‘ citizen” had to father the foul deed, 
and the indignation of every ‘‘ citizen” 
in the country would cause them to 
decree the desolation of all the homes 
of ‘fold settlers,” and thereby remove 
every obstacle to the free and full en- 
joyment of ‘‘Mormon” homes and 
wives. After an investigation of sev- 
eral weeks, large rewards offered, and 
every possible measure resorted to to 
make it stick to ‘‘ defendant,” or ‘‘“Mor- 
mon” ‘‘ old settlers,” a complete fail- 
ure was the result, and the grand fiz- 
zle was at last so dingnating, even to 
‘“‘American citizens’ figuring in the 
hellish plot, that they have concluded 
settlers” hard to oust,” and 
*‘Mormon” homes and wives too dear 
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for them to purchase, when the shed- 
ding ef blood would not avail. The 
result is, old settler has his own way, 
almost flatters himself that he is an 
American citizen in fact, with the right 
to make laws, and tell those who live 
under them, that they must observe 
them. 

The minutia of all that has tran- 
spired during the course of events re- 
ferred to, I have not time or room to 
detail; suffice it to say, the wrath of 
men has been made to praise God, and 
to exalt his people; fear has come 
upon many, and they have fled ; many 
others remain, but they ‘‘bow the 
knee,” and ‘‘confess,” figuratively 
speaking, and our peace is undis- 
— ; it isa glorious peace. Thank 
God: * 

The city has spent about $25,000 
on North Temple-street, digging and 
ving a culvert some 5 feet deep by 
4 feet wide, in which to conduct the 
surpius water of City Creek through 
the city, so as to prevent further 
damage to citizens in that neigh- 
borhood. It has also improved 
around the market house, by grading, 
&c., involving an outlay of several 
thousand dollars. There is at present 
under consideration, the subject of 
building another market, the increas- 
ing wants of the people demanding 
something in that direction. The bell 
and clock for the City Hall have safely 
arrived, and in a few days we shall 
hear the time of day and night all 
over the city, as well as see the figures 
denoting the same, upon four large 
glass dials facing the four prominent 
points of compass. There are at pre- 
‘sent four bars, and one retail liquor 
establishment in this chy. Not many 
Cities have so few, or so well managed; 
they close at 10 o’clock p.m. “The 
Gity is also constructing a large pond, 
uare, for the purpose of furnishi 
the public with a suitable eae 
-akating this winter. It will cover 
several — of ground. The theatre 
is open three evenin w and 
is wall attended. 
- One prominent feature of Territorial 
interest just now, is the opening of 
the Deseret State Telegraph Line to 


Ogden, its completion to Logan, Cache 


County, and its rapid extension south 


to St. George, with a diversion from — 
the main line to San Pete. The‘ad- 

vantages that will be derived from this 

important enterprise, in the fature 

development of this Territory, and in 
promoting and protecting its interests, 

are incalculable. In case of Indian 

difficulties, such as we have had this 

season, and in transmitting counse 

and instruction to the Saints from the 

‘‘ head centre,” will be found its adapt- 
ability to our present and constant- 
growing wants. 

Preparations are now being made 
for convening the Legislature next 
week, in this city. What may be the 
principal items for their consideration 
in that capacity, I am unable to state. 

The board of Regents of the Deseret’ 
University, have been called together | 
by the Chancellor, to consider the pro- 
priety of adopting, and immediately 
to general use this com- 
munity, Pitman’s system of spelling, 
raat , and writing. This is con- 
sidered a very great improvement upon 
the old style, and might sietgeladiy 
aid in the future development of what 
was originally designed in introducing 
the ‘‘ Deseret alphabet.” Only one 
meeting has been held, at which no 
definite action was taken, but the sub- 
ject was discussed in view of action at 
another meeting soon to be held. 
President Young, who has ever mani- 
fested a very lively interest in this 
subject, was not able to be present on 
account of illness, but his views will 
no doubt come before the Board. 

The military affairs of this Territory 
are satisfactorily prosperous. The 
late muster and drill at Camp’ Wasatch, 
on the west bank of the Jordan, was 
the real feat of the seasov. The'loca- 
tion was very favorable ‘for hoth camp 
and visitor, much more:so than that 
of last yeur. Colonel Smith was as 
signed to the command of the 2nd. 
brigade on that occasion. I ‘am sure 
you would have been extremely grati- 
fied to have seen and heard the mani- 
fetations of reapect fer the  abvent 
r five days exercise certain- 

y very profitable, ‘as well as particn- 
larly While pon the ground, 
I took up the subject of uniforming 
the band of my regiment, and ‘pro- 


mised them something should bedone 
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to aid them in the matter, as they bad 
obtained new instruments at their own 
expenses. Since then the City Coun- 
cil have appropriated three bundred 
dollars for their benefit, and one of 
the rooms in the City Hall to the 
Lieutenant-General, for an Adjutant- 
General’s office, in view of having 
something that will meet the wants of 
the entire militia of the Territory, and 
ive character and importance to that 
epartment of the service. 

A grand military ball was held last 
Wednesday evening at the Social Hall, 
at which most of the officers of this 
district were present, and some from 
abroad. 
invited guests were present. It was 
certainly a very rare occasion. Sev- 
eral of the principal officers there de- 
sired a remembrance to you. As my 
communication is already assuming 
what might be considered a tedious 
length, you will excuse details, which 
may reach you through other chan- 
nels of more public information. 

The large 'yuildings in progress when 
you left, have mostly been completed, 
at least externally, and make very 
fine appearances. I have, since then, 
put up an addition to my premises of 
a three story building, 15 by 28 feet, 
which will be completed in about a 
week from now, and add much to our 
convenience: and also built a rock 
stable to my barn. 

There are many strangers in our 
midst in view of spending the winter, 
and many without means of support, 
er wherewith to pay for a comfortable 
living. You are aware that it is diffi- 
cult to find employment here at this 
season of tae year, from the severity 
of the climate. We are this fall hav- 
ing an unusual amount of rain, the 
earth is full, and the roads generally 
almost impassable. No one travels 
that can avoid it, not even to bring in 
coal from Weber, which many need to 
do. That road has never been so bad 
since the settlement of the Territory. 
Teams double to come down the sum- 
mit through the mud, and the new 
toll road through Parley’s Park, they 
spay, has no bottom. Mills in the 
valley, of course, have plenty of water 
to do business. 

During the last two months, I have 
had an unusual amount of sickness in 
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my family ; from one-to four sick alk 
the time, requiring careful attention, 
At present all are convalescent, and 
hope soon to realise full restoration. 
The season is so wet, as to be no > 
doubt unfavorable to health in a great 
degree. 

Please afford me a very kind re- 
membrance to all inquiring Saints 
among whom you travel, and especi- 
ally the Elders of my acquaintance. 

I ever pray for the welfare of Israel 
everywhere, and among them, your- 
self, and the faithful Elders labori 
with you, will be remembered. G 
bless you and them. As ever, your 
brother, 

S. W. RicHarps. 


Copenhagen, Jan 15, 1857. 

Dear brother Pratt,—You are, I 
presume, already informed of our short 
bat sufficiently interesting passage, n 
its way, across the German Sea, and 
our meeting with our brethren, Weiler 
and Brown, in Holland. After two 
days with them, I left Amsterdam at 
2.35 p.m., on Thursday, and passing 
through Hanover, arrived at Hamburg © 
about 8 o’clock next morning, where I 
found ovr brother Carl Widerborg 
waiting for me at the ‘‘ Hotel de 
Europe.” After a little rest and re- 
freshment, we proceeded via Altona to 
Kiel, by Ejisenbohn, thence by die 
Dampfschiffe to Korsér, where we took 
the rail again. and arrived at this place 
at 10 a.m. of Saturday. I should have 
written you immediately, but the ir- 
regularities of night rides by train, 
and the short ride over night by boat, 
so unsettled me, that I did not feel 
like it. 

On the ship from Kiel to Kersor, 
both brether Widerborg and myself 
dreamed of being at home, and visit- 
ing with our families in Utah. I was 
satisfied, at once, that good news 
awaited us. On our arrival at 14, 
Lorentzgade, both of us found letters 
from home. I bad one from Franklin: 
he had been his round of diptheria, 
and was again on foot, and had attend- 
ed the military ball; another from 
my Adjutant, T. G. Webber, and con- 
tained a card of invitation to attend 
the same balk, with pleasant remem- 
brances from the committee, &. ; the 
third, a lengthy letter from my bro- 
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ther Samuel, giving general news. hall in which brother Erastus Snow — 

The event of the season, ‘“ meteoric | used often, in his earliest labors here, 
showers,” which was expected soon | to plead with the people for their obedi-~ 
after my arrival, occured last evening, | ence to the principles of life and salva- 
and was witnessed by a proper number | tion. A partition was thrown = 
of very interested observers of such | and two rooms were well filled. I did 
celestial phenomena. | not think it possible, that I could real- 

Sinee, or rather while, writing the | ise so much liberty and richness of spi- 
foregoing, there are handed in two | rit, in preaching to a people of, and in 
letters from my family, anda telegraph | another tongue. We really had a hap- 
of Dec. 13th. All good news; health | py day in the joys of the Gospel. Bro- 
of the sick and feeble improving. ther Widerborg interpreted. : 
Since I am here, although it isa} AlthoughI did your errand to bro- 
cold time of year, and in fact cold it is, | ther Widerborg, he still hopes you may 
I have consented to accompany brother | find spare time to visit him here in the 
Widerborg to fill a series of appoint- | spring. I know he would be exceed- 
ments, through the various Conferences, | ingly pleased to see you. Heis un- 
in which the road may be found tra- | ceasing in his attentions to my comfort. 
versable. Yours affectionately, 

I enjoyed myself much last Sunday,  Franxuin D. Ricnarps. 
speaking to the Saints in this city, in a . | 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


A terrible hurricane wi over Naples about the middle of January: 31. 
vessels and many lives were iost. 

The number of shipwrecks on the coast of Great Britain, during the first three 
weeks of the present year, amounts to 312. : 

A prolonged shock of an earthquake was experienced at San Salvador, on the. 
25th ult. 
. It is stated in La Patrie, that ‘ the microscope reveals to us the existence of a. 
small black spot of the diameter of a pin’s head in the potato. In this small 
space can be detected some 200 ferocious animals of a coleoptric form,. which bite 
and tear each other with continued fury. It is easy to comprehend the potato 
disease, when such an intestine warfare is raging.” 

RavaGeEs oF YELLOW FEeveR.—The West India and Pacific royal mail steam- 
ship, La Plata, which arrived at Southampton on Thursday the 17th ult., had 61 
cases of yellow fever, of which 23 terminated fatally. 

Loss or TorEE Hunprep Lives.—Particulars of a most appalling disaster 
on the Mississippi river, were brought by the late American aft - The steamer- 
Fashion was burnt, and of 400 persons on board, more than 300 lives were lost, - 
the safety ot 80 of the passengers only having thus far been accounted for. 

America.—New York, Jan. 9th.—Representative Ashley, of Ohio, has offered 
a@ resolution impeaching President Johnson under charges of gross abuse of hig 
veto and of his appointing and pardoning powers; of a corrupt disposition of the — 
public property ; and of interfering with elections. The resolution authorised — 
the judiciary committee to investigate the conduct of the President, and to report — 
what grounds there are for his impeachment. The House of Representatives 
adopted the resolution by 107 to 38 votes. The President-has vetoed the Colum- 
bia District Impartial Suffrage Bill, which both houses subsequently passed over 
his veto, It is reported that Thaddeus Stevens is preparing a Dill declaring 
martial law throughout the South. The Canadian authorities have refused the 
demand of Secretary Seward for the papers relative to the Fenian trials. | 
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